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Jerrel Mead of Custom Millwork and Display
holds a piece of Alkemi, a green product made
from aluminum strips into a counter top.

Certification Web Sites

e www.fscus.org./certifiers

e www.scscertified.com

° www.nahb.org

e www.greenbuiltmichigan.org

Green Building Materials

* www.consumerbuild.org

e www.kireiusa.com

* www.renewedmaterials.com

* www.environbiocomposites.com

Web sites

hardwoods and sheet products that

have been harvested from FSC (Forest
Stewardship Council) certified forests.
We also use kirei board, alkemi recycled
surfacing material, environ biocomposite
panels, bamboo products for flooring,
and wheat board (a substitute for particle
board); all of which are already green and
not subject to certification.

“Each item has separate racks and
is labeled with green tags to remind
employees that they are certified,” Mead
says. "“All machining processes require
documentation, and work orders must
follow the material through the shop and
finishing process. Each certified item must
be listed on the delivery receipt with the
proper FSC material code.”

“Yes,” Mead adds, "it's expensive. The
certification was $3,000 and annual audits
run $200. The materials tend to be more
expensive, too, but you get bragging rights
for having a green building and | have
heard tax benefits are being proposed.”

Our Southwestern Michigan neighbors
are aggressively going green in the home
building arena. Mead reports, “Buchanan
has a subdivision going in that is green.”

And Powell Construction Services of St.
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Joseph is developing Watervliet's newest
community, River Oaks. It is nestled along
the Paw Paw River and will have 41 lots.
Owner Greg Powell says, “All homes are
Green Built™ certified. Three homes are
completed so far.”

Powell Construction Services holds
three Green Built™ certifications through
Green Built™ Michigan. “When each home
is completed it will earn a Bronze, Silver
or Gold (via the NAHB rating system)
overall rating from the inspector. This is
important.” Powell clarifies, “Anyone can
say they've built a green home or put in a
green item; but when you are certified, you
answer to a third party. Energy is rated
very high.”

The same is true for contractors
providing an item such as the woodwork
of Custom Millwork’s. Mead explains,
“Using sustainable materials and recycled
materials falls under another section of
the LEED, separate from already certified
green materials. There are points for using
materials harvested or manufactured within
500 miles of the job site, and there are
points for other things like air quality and
so on. There are different levels of LEED
qualifications. There is Silver, Gold and
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‘ ‘ You can breathe
cleaner air, live in a more
durable structure and sleep
better at night knowing you
did your part to keep the

environment clean. ’ ’
— Greg Powell,

Platinum.”

When building green, Powell says, “You
can breathe cleaner air, live in a more
durable structure and sleep better at night
knowing you did your part to keep the
environment clean.”

Mead summarizes, “People have been
concerned about formaldehyde emissions,
energy consumption, landfill usage and the
greenhouse affect in general for some time.
Becoming green is the right thing to do.” m
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